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The mission of the Superior Public Schools is to provide a
student-centered environment that ensures personal success by
developing resilient, healthy, productive citizens through
partnerships with families and the community.
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WHY IS THE DISTRICT STARTING TO USE
STANDARDS-REFERENCED GRADING?

Standards-referenced grading provides better communication to students, parents,
teachers, and administration on what each student knows and is able to do
according to the identified outcomes.

The goal of Superior Public Schools is to improve student learning by reporting grades that are
consistent, accurate, meaningful, supportive of learning, and the shift to standards-referenced

grading is an effort to reach that goal.

Consistent: For each unit, a teacher will provide a proficiency scale that describes exactly what the
student needs to know and do. Proficiency scales establish clear expectations for learning at the
beginning of a unit and are referenced consistently throughout the unit and semester.

Accurate: By basing a student's grade solely on academic factors, the teacher creates a clear picture
of what the student has learned without the influence of other factors. These factors, such as effort
and attitude, are still essential, but are not part of the student's academic grade and are
communicated separately.

Meaningful: A meaningful grade is one that clearly communicates what learning has taken place. In
a standards-referenced classroom, scores are recorded by the unit outcome rather than by type, such
as tests or homework.

Supportive of Learning: This approach supports learning by focusing on the outcome and
components that have or have not been learned rather than on accumulating points to reach a
certain total. The reassessment policy also supports student learning by allowing new levels of
learning to replace old when a student shows improvement on an outcome.
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GRADING PHILOSOPHY AT SUPERIOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS

e All students are consistently held to high academic expectations, which include development of
work ethic and social skills.

e Grading practices are fair and manageable, and support effective teaching and learning.

e Grading practices yield grades that are understandable and meaningful, and accurately reflect
student learning.

e Teachers exercise professional judgment in their grading practices, using a preponderance of
evidence.

e Procedures for grading are supported, monitored, and supervised by the school district.
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LEARNING ATTRIBUTES

Skills for Learning:

Positive attitude towards learning

Follows adult directions

Demonstrates organizational skills

Uses works time appropriately

Stays focused during instruction

Actively participates in classroom discussions
Asks for help when needed

Accepts help when needed

Character Development:

Demonstrates positive attitude towards self
Cooperates with others and solves peer conflicts
Follows school and classroom rules

Respectful to adults

Continues to try when things are challenging
Takes responsibility
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